The work of the OIE Biological Standards Commission.
Founded in 1949 and now composed of five specialist members, this Commission establishes or approves methods for diagnosing diseases of mammals, birds and bees and for testing biological products, such as vaccines, used for control purposes. It oversees the production of the Manual of Diagnostic Tests and Vaccines for Terrestrial Animals (the "Terrestrial Manual"), recognised as an international standard text under the SPS Agreement of the World Trade Organisation. The Commission also selects OIE Reference Laboratories for diseases of terrestrial animals, and promotes the preparation and distribution of standard reagents for diagnostic testing. Great reliance is placed on the OIE network of expertise, and specialists are brought together in Ad hoc groups to address specific issues in relation to standardisation of diagnostic tests and vaccines. The Commission is elected by the International Committee for a three year term. Commission Members should be recognised specialists, with international experience, trained in infectious disease diagnosis and/or prevention, particularly in the area of laboratory methods.